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ROOT READY
PLANTING GUIDE

Best Practices for Successful
Street Tree Establishment

The long-term success of a street tree begins with proper planning,
selection, quality nursery stock, planting practices, soils, and
maintenance. The following recommendations reflect Urban Forest
Mursery's experience growing and supplying street trees for
municipalities and landscape professionals throughout the

Pacific Northwest,

START WITH QUALITY TREES

Healthy urban forests begin with quality nursery stock. Select trees that
meet or exceed the current ANSI Z60.1 American Standard for Mursery
Stock. Trees should exhibit vigorous growth, sound branch structure,
healthy foliage, and a well-developed root system appropriate for their
size. Urban Forest Nursery's Root Ready production system encourages
dense, fibrous root systems that establish quickly and help minimize many

of the root defects associated with conventional container production.

SPECIES SELECTION S s
All tree species have predictable size, form, and characteristics. Select a species PLANTING STRIP WIDTH
with the featires that fit and meet the limitations of the soil and above ground
space that you have. To increase the desirable canopy in our cities select the SMALL MEDIUM LARGE

largest maturing species that will fit the location, MATURE SIZE MATURE SIZE MATURE SIZE

As a general guideline:

+ Small Maturing Trees: Recommended 4-foot planting strip

+ Medium Maturing Trees: Recommended 5-foot planting strip
= Large Maturing Trees: Recommended 8-foot planting strip

When planting space is limited, select species and cultivars whose mature 4ft
size matches the available growing area.

PROVIDE ADEQUATE GROWING SPACE WITH GOOD SOIL

Street trees require sufficient soil volume to thrive. To the largest extent

possible, provide uncompacted, well-drained soil throughout the planting

area. Even the best tree will not survive in poor soils.

At the minimum, de-compact a large area with a mini back-hoe. Imagine a root
system that will easily grow out radially in all directions for moisture and
nutrients. In planting strips, prepare as much of the length of the strip as feasible.

GROWING TREES FOR LONG-TERM SUCCESS

At Urban Forest Nursery, we believe successful street trees begin with thoughtful species selection,
quality nursery stock, healthy soil, proper planting, and consistent care during establishment. Following
these best practices encourages strong root development, faster establishment, and healthier trees

that will serve communities for decades 1o come,
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4 CONSIDER ROOT BARRIERS
DURING SOIL PREPARATION

Root barriers can help reduce future conflicts with sidewalks, curbs,
and other infrastructure when properly installed.
For best results: =
« Install barriers parallel to sidewalks or curbs—not around the root ball.
= Select barrier depth based on tree species, soil conditions,

and available roating volume.
+ Remember that root barriers supplement good site design—

they do not replace adequate soil volume.

PLANT CORRECTLY

Proper planting Is critical for long-term success,
+ Dig the planting hole approximately three times wider than the root ball.
+ Dig slightly shallower than the height of the root ball and ﬁrmi].r pack
the center of the hole to prevent settling.
+ Loosen surrounding soil to encourage root penetration if necessary.
« Roll the tree into position—only using the trunk 1o stand up or steer
the tree in the desirable direction.
« Position the root flare level at or slightly above finished grade, never below.

a REMOVE THE GROW BAG

The Root Ready  grow bag must be removed completely before backfilling,
« Cut away the bottom of the bag.
+ Roll the tree inte the planting hole,
» Carefully cut the sides of the bag and remove it completely.
+ Inspect the root ball and cut or straighten any circling roots
to encourage outward root growth.
Confirm a straight trunk and backfill with the surrounding native
prepared soil. Firmly pack the soil to eliminate air pockets.

FINISH THE PLANTING

« Construct a watering basin 18" from the trunk of the tree.

» Apply 2-4 inches of arborist wood chips or coarse organic mulch over
the 4 or ' rectangle where the tree is planted.
Mever allow grass to grow near the tree trunk.

+ Keep the mulch 27 inches away from the trunk.

STAKE WHEN NEEDED

Temporary staking may be beneficial for larger trees or exposed

planting locations, as well as for protection.

+ [Install stakes outside the root ball whenever possible,

+ Secure the tree low enough to prevent root kall movement while
allowing slight trunk movement.

+ Remove staking materials after one to two growing seasons,
or once the tree is well anchored.

WATER THOROUGHLY

The single most important factor in successful tree establishment is thorough

watering immediately.

«  Water immediately after planting and continue regular deep watering throughout
the first growing season. Continue supplemental watering during the second
growing season as needed.

+ Do not wait until leaves begin to wilt. Drip irrigation or watering bags are often
the most effective methods.
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CURRENT STREET
TREE PRODUCTION

Urban Forest Nursery grows a diverse collection of proven performers and exciting

new introductions for streetscapes, parks and landscapes. Below is our current list of

trees currently in production. Check online for quantities and sizes available.

ACER

e Acer griseum Paperbark Maple

e Acer griseum X maximowiczianum
‘Cinnamon Flake’ Cinnamon Flake
Paperbark Maple

o Acer macrophyllum Bigleaf Maple

e Acer rubrum ‘Bowhall’ Bowhall Red
Maple

e Acer rubrum ‘Frank Jr.” Redpointe®
Maple

e Acer rubrum ‘JFS-KW78” Armstrong
Gold® Maple

o Acer rubrum ‘Karpick’ Karpick Maple

e Acer rubrum ‘Red Rocket’” Red Rocket
Maple

e Acer saccharum ‘Sugar cone’ Sugar
Cone Maple

e Acer truncatum x A. platanoides
‘Keithsform’ Norwegian Sunset®
Maple

e Acer truncatum x A. platanoides
‘Warrenred’ Pacific Sunset® Maple

e Acer x Freemanii ‘Armstrong’
Armstrong Red Maple

BETULA
e Betula nigra River Birch
e Betula papyrifera ‘Renci’ Renaissance
Reflection® Paper Birch

CARPINUS

e Carpinus betulus ‘Fastigiata’ Pyramidal
European Hornbeam

e Carpinus caroliniana-American
Hornbeam

e Carpinus caroliniana ‘Autumn Fire™
Autumn Fire™ Hornbeam

e Carpinus caroliniana ‘Fire Belle™ Fire
Belle™ American Hornbeam

e Carpinus caroliniana ‘JN Upright’
Firespire® American Hornbeam

e Carpinus caroliniana ‘JN Select A’ Fire
King™ Hornbeam

e Carpinus caroliniana ‘NFS-KW6’ Native
Flame® American Hornbeam

e Carpinus caroliniana ‘Palisade’
Palisade® American Hornbeam

e Carpinus caroliniana ‘Uxbridge’ Rising
Fire® Hornbeam

e Carpinus caroliniana ‘Wisconsin Red™
Wisconsin Red™ Hornbeam

e Carpinus japonica Japanese
Hornbeam

CASTANEA
e Castanea dentata American Chestnut

v in f

control

CERCIDIPHYLLUM

e Cercidiphyllum japonicum Katsura
Tree

e Cercidiphyllum japonicum ‘Dawes
Ascension’ Dawes Ascension
Katsura

e Cercidiphyllum japonicum ‘Hann
a’s Heart’ Hanna’s Heart® Katsura

CERCIS
e Cercis canadensis Eastern Redbud
e Cercis canadensis ‘Midnight Express™’
Midnight Express™ Redbud
e Cercis Canadensis ‘Pink Trim’ Northern
Herald® Redbud

CHIONANTHUS
e Chionanthus retusus ‘Tokyo Tower’
Tokyo Tower Fringe Tree

CLADRASTIS
e Cladrastis kentukea Yellowwood

CORNUS

e Cornus kousa var. chinensis ‘Snow
Tower® Snow Tower® Dogwood

e Cornus ‘Eddie’s White Wonder’ Eddie’s
White Wonder Dogwood

e Cornus kousa ‘Rutpink’ Scarlet Fire®
Dogwood

e Cornus kousa ‘Satomi’ Satomi
Dogwood

e Cornus kousa var. chinensis Chinese
Kousa Dogwood

e Cornus kousa x nuttallii ‘KN30-8’
Venus® Dogwood

e Cornus kousa x nuttallii ‘KN4-43’
Starlight® Dogwood

CRATAEGUS
e Crataegus crus-galli ‘Cruzam’
Crusader® Thornless Hawthorn
e Crataegus douglasii Douglas
Hawthorn
e Crataegus laevigata ‘Crimson Cloud’
Crimson Cloud Hawthorn

FAGUS

e Fagus sylvatica European Beech

e Fagus sylvatica ‘Dawyck Gold’ Dawyck
Gold Beech

e Fagus sylvatica ‘Riversii’ Rivers Purple
Beech

e Fagus sylvatica purple ‘Dawyck’
Fastigiate Purple Beech

GINKGO

e Ginkgo biloba ‘Fit’ Fly Fastigiate
Ginkgo

e Ginkgo biloba ‘Autumn Gold’ Autumn
Gold Ginkgo

e Ginkgo biloba ‘Blagon ‘ Goldspire™
Ginkgo

e Ginkgo biloba ‘JFS-UGA2’- Golden
Colonnade® Ginkgo

e Ginkgo biloba ‘JN9’ Sky Tower™
Ginkgo

e Ginkgo biloba ‘Magyar’ Magyar Ginkgo

e Ginkgo biloba ‘Menhir’ Skinny Fit™
Ginkgo

e Ginkgo biloba ‘Princeton Sentry’
Princeton Sentry® Ginkgo

e Ginkgo biloba ‘The President’
Presidential Gold® Ginkgo

e Ginkgo biloba ‘Grindstone’ Grindstone
Columnar Ginkgo

GYMNOCLADUS
e Gymnocladus dioicus ‘Morton’ Skinny
Latte™ Coffeetree
e Gymnocladus dioicus ‘Espresso-JFS’
Espresso™ Kentucky Coffeetree
e Gymnocladus dioicus ‘True North’ True
North™ Kentucky Coffeetree

LIQUIDAMBAR
e Liquidambar styraciflua ‘Slender
Silhouette’ Slender Silhouette
Sweetgum

MAACKIA
e Maackia amurensis ‘JFS-Schichtel1’-
MaacNificent® Maackia

MACLURA
e Maclura pomifera ‘White Shield’ White
Shield Osage Orange
e Maclura pomifera ‘Wichita’ Wichita
Osage Orange

MAGNOLIA

e Magnolia ‘Butterflies’ Butterflies
Magnolia

e Magnolia Kobus Kobus Magnolia

e Magnolia kobus ‘Maraczy’ Magnolia
Kobus Isis

e Magnolia x ‘Daybreak’ Daybreak
Magnolia

e Magnolia x ‘Elizabeth’ Elizabeth
Magnolia

e Magnolia x brooklynensis ‘Yellow Bird’
Yellow Bird Magnolia

TR




MALUS

e Malus ‘Adirondack’ Adirondack
Crabapple

e Malus ‘Spring Snow’ Spring Snow
Crabapple

e Malus fusca Pacific Crabapple

e Malus transitoria ‘Schmidtcutleaf’
Golden Raindrops® Crabapple

e Malus tschonoskii Tschonoskii
Crabapple

NYSSA

e Nyssa sylvatica ‘David Odom’
Afterburner® Sourgum

e Nyssa sylvatica NXSXF Forum®
Black Gum

e Nyssa sylvatica NSUHH’ Green
Gable™ Sourgum

e Nyssa Sylvatica ‘JFS-PN Legacy1’
Gum Drop® Sourgum

e Nyssa sylvatica ‘JFS-red’
Firestarter® Sourgum

e Nyssa sylvatica ‘Red Splyndor®> Red
Splyndor® Sourgum

e Nyssa sylvatica ‘The James’ Forest
Fire™ Sourgum

e Nyssa sylvatica ‘WFH1 Tupelo
Tower® Sourgum

e Nyssa sylvatica ‘Wildfire’ Wildfire
Sourgum

PARROTIA

e Parrotia persica Persian Parrotia

e Parrotia persica ‘Chrishaven 1’
Golden Belltower™ Ironwood

e Parrotia persica ‘JL Columnar’
Persian Spire™ Ironwood

e Parrotia persica ‘Red October’ Red
October Ironwood

e Parrotia persica ‘Inge’s Ruby Vase’
Ruby Vase® Ironwood

e Parrotia persica ‘Vanessa’ Vanessa
Ironwood

POPULUS
e Populus tremula ‘Erecta’ Swedish
Columnar Aspen
e Populus tremuloides Quaking Aspen

w NEW VARIETIES SHOWCASE

Summer Elixir® Elm
Farwest Show New Varieties Showcase

Discovered and selected at Urban Forest Nursery, Summer
Elixir® was chosen as a 2026 Far West Show New Varieties
Showcase. Combining the refined Dutch elm disease
resistance, strong branching, attractive exfoliating bark,
and exceptional urban adaptability, it represents the next

generation of street trees.

Now growing at Urban Forest Nursery, Inc.
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PRUNUS

e Prunus ‘Snow Goose’ Snow Goose
Cherry

e Prunus serrulata ‘Kwanzan’ Kwanzan
Cherry

e Prunus serrulata ‘Royal Burgundy’
Royal Burgundy Cherry

e Prunus virginiana ‘Canada Red’
Canada Red Chokecherry

e Prunus x yedoensis Yoshino Cherry

QUERCUS

e Quercus alba x Q. robur ‘Crimschmidt’
Crimson Spire™ Oak

e Quercus bicolor ‘Bonnie and Mike’
Beacon® Oak

e Quercus bicolor ‘JFS-KW12’
American Dream® Oak

e Quercus coccinea Scarlet Oak

e Quercus frainetto ‘Schmidt’ Forest
Green® Oak

e Quercus garryana Garry Oak

e Q. garryana x Q. Heritage Pacific
Heritage™ Oak

e Quercus macrocarpa Bur Oak

e Quercus palustris ‘Pringreen’ Green
Pillar Pin Oak

e Quercus robur x alba ‘JFS-KW1QX’
Streetspire® Oak

e Quercus robur x bicolor ‘Long’ Regal
Prince® Oak

e Quercus robur x bicolor ‘Nadler’
Kindred Spirit Oak

e Quercus rubra Red Oak

e Quercus x macdanielli ‘Clemons’
Heritage® Oak

RHAMNUS
e Rhamnus purshiana Cascara

SORBUS
e Sorbus americana ‘Dwarfcrown’ Red
Cascade™ Mountain Ash

STEWARTIA
e Stewartia pseudocamellia Stewartia

STYRAX
e Styrax japonicus Japanese
Snowbell

STREET TREE PERF
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e Styraxjaponicus ‘Evening Light’
Evening Light Japanese
Snowbell

e Styraxjaponicus ‘JFS-D’
Snowcone® Japanese Snowbell

e Styrax x ‘RNI-RIXRED’ Starway to
Heaven® Snowbell

SYRINGA
e Syringa pekinensis ‘Summer Charm’
Summer Charm® Lilac
e Syringa pekinensis ‘WFH2’ Great
Wall Lilac

TILIA
e Tilia tomentosa ‘Sterling®’ Sterling®
Silver Linden

ULMUS

e Ulmus americana ‘Princeton’
Princeton Elm

e Ulmus americana ‘Valley Forge’
Valley Forge Elm

e Ulmus carpinifolia x parvifolia
‘Frontier’ Frontier Elm

e Ulmus chenmoui ‘JAB Morton’
Summer Elixir® Elm

o Ulmus parviflora ‘DavesStraightUp’
DannaSpire® Lace Bark Elm

e Ulmus propinqua ‘JFS-Bieberich’
Emerald Sunshine® Elm

ZELKOVA
e Zelkova serrata ‘Green Vase’ Green
Vase® Zelkova
e Zelkova serrata ‘JFS-KW1’ City
Sprite® Zelkova
e Zelkova serrata ‘Musashino’
Musashino Zelkova

CALL US
360-428-5810

WEBSITE

urbanforestnursery.com




Growing Trees for the Future

| 15119 McLean Rd.
» Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Urban Forest Nursery specializes in 360.428-5810

producing Root Ready treesfor sales@urbanforestnursery.com

municipalities, landscape professionals, and
commercial projects throughout North

America. From durable street trees to
resilient urban forest selections, our focus
remains the same: growing trees that
establish quickly, perform reliably, and

provide long-term value in the landscape.

‘Plant Trees Like You Mean It’

é

Urban Forest Nursery, Inc.
What We Grow!

Single leader

Balanced branch structure
High crown

Strong tapered trunk

Root flare at grade

Dense spreading root structure
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Root ready to install
£y s
The Perfect Urban Tree

FOR CONFIRMATION OF SIZE, QUANTITY AND PRICING
CALL STACEY JONES (360) 707-8754

FOR TREE SELECTION, PLANTING GUIDANCE, AND MOUNT VERNON, WA
SPECIES RECOMMENDATIONS URBANFORESTNURSERY.COM
CALL JIM BARBORINAS AT (360) 770-9921 ESTABLISHED 1998



